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I. INTRODUCTION  
My name is MAO Chamna, second year student of Master degree program major in 

International and Comparative Law at Royal University of Law and Economics. I was also a 
former personal legal assistant to the Civil Party National Lead Co-Lawyer named Mr. PICH 
Ang, Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyer Section, in the Extraordinary Chambers in the court of 
Cambodia (ECCC).  

As the legal participant in the Khmer Rouge Tribunal (KRT) Fellowship Program in 
2011, I’ve chosen to conduct a workshop to be my transfer project. It is called “National 
reconciliation through nature” which was held at the top floor of GIZ, dated 06 August 
2011 from 3:30 – 5: 30 pm.  

Before participating in this fellowship program, I’ve already had an idea of using the 
nature (the tree) to be one of the collective and moral reparation. I believe that it will come 
true because through the plantation in love, we could reach national reconciliation as same as 
the protection of environment and the fight against climate change.  

As I’ve mentioned, I’ve been working at the Victims Support Section, especially with 
the Civil Party Lawyer or Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyer as I’ve been assigned to work closely 
with the Civil Parties. My heart was touched by their tears. That’s the reason why I’d a desire 
to participate in reconciliation. Moreover, I’ve concerned about the protection of environment 
and the fight against climate change. I hoped that everyone would love the nature (the tree) as 
they loved themselves. It is supposed that if those trees were planted by the Accused of Case 
001 and 002, did it bring anything to the victims or the Civil Parties? On the other hand, if 
those trees were planted by the victims or the Civil Parties or the third person, what are the 
meanings? The main goal is everyone should plant the trees and love to protect it.  

I hope that I could widespread my idea to many people as possible so that one day it 
would become true.  

When I’ve a chance to do the transfer project, I decided to conduct this workshop so 
that I could begin my first step.  

To achieve it, it was necessary to prepare well such as to follow some guidelines. I’ve 
conducted this workshop alone but I was under the supervision of Ms. Kristina CHHIM and 
my father Mr. LENG Mao. I had to spend thirty-six days to prepare it well.  

II. DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFER PROJECT 

The main goal of this project is to widespread the idea of tree planting as the symbol 
of pardon, love, struggle and reconciliation to the public and to get their feedback. It is 
expected that everyone would agree with it and participate in sharing that idea to other. One 
day it will come true in Cambodia, especially, it would become as the non-judicial measure 
or judicial measure to the ECCC, means collective and moral reparation.  

This project is not part of an ongoing project of my university or my former working 
place. My university named Royal University of Law and Economics. It has no relationship 
with my project in exception of the students. For the Civil Party Lead Co-Lawyer Section, the 
Co-Lead Lawyers were assigned to represent the interests of the consolidated group of Civil 
Parties. They could demand reparation to the court unless it was suggested by the Civil 
Parties.  
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This workshop could consider as necessary as it was the first step to the public. It is 
about the mechanism of reconciliation by using the nature. The word “nature” means the tree 
planting.  It is about the plantation in love between the victims and the accused/perpetrators 
that have to plant the trees together in the specific time and places.  

More clearly, many trees will be planted by the group of victims and the group of 
perpetrators within the specific period of time in every cooperative sites, executive sites, 
security centers and every necessity areas in Cambodia. Additionally, the period of tree 
planting has to attach with the three numbers. Those are 3, 8 and 20. For instance, 3 years 8 
months and 20 days or 3 h 8 mn 20 s.  

Those trees will play a big role as the remembrance of the Khmer rouge past not only 
to the party but also to the next generation. One tree represents one life and that tree also 
represents a new creation life. Many people were died or have been killed during that 
regime. Those lives will be represented by the trees. We can’t make someone death to be 
alive but we can make sometime to alive. I mean the trees will play that role. The trees will 
become a new life in this earth. The next generation will see how many people were killed or 
die through regarding those trees. The longer the tree is, the longer the memory of the Khmer 
rouges past exists.   

The trees were named accordingly to the planter. If the planters are the group of 
perpetrators, it is called “the tree of pardon”. Two groups are divided: the high leader of the 
Kampuchea Democratic and the most responsible person committed the crimes during 17 
April 1975 to 06 January 1979 and the former soldiers’ Khmer rouges. To the Civil Parties, it 
is really necessary for the high leader of the Kampuchea Democratic and the most responsible 
person committed the crimes during 17 April 1975 to 06 January 1979 to plant the tree of 
pardon because it is the symbol of requesting the pardon followed by a written stone of 
pardon. It is hoped that it would be one among the collective and moral reparation.  

To the group of victims, mean the survivors of the Khmer rouge regime, it is also 
necessary to plant the tree of pardon too. These trees were planted by the former soldiers’ 
Khmer rouges. Whether they were not brought to justice, they should do something to those 
survivors. It will become part of the non-judicial measures.  

Plus, those trees will be highlighted by the red color. This color represents the blood 
of the death. Whenever the group of victims sees their activities of requesting a pardon, if 
he/she could forgive them, he/she should only water those trees. Watering means 
forgiveness. Moreover, the stone written the crime descriptions or the name of the planters 
should be available too.  

Another tree is the tree of reconciliation. This tree is really necessary both to the 
group of perpetrators and the group of victims. Those trees will be planted by these two 
groups. Before these trees were planted, first of all, it is really necessary to have compromise 
and those trees should be highlighted in white color. White means peace. Those trees play a 
big role to the party in conflict because they are the symbol of peace and reconciliation. It 
is sure that it is quite difficult to get 100% for reconciliation but it is true that some people 
could reach reconciliation.  

Other tree is the tree of love. It is planted by the group of victims or the third party. 
Everyone could plant those trees in order to represent their love to themselves, other and the 
nature (environment). The group of victims plants the trees in order to show the love or to 
memorize the death and/or to the next generation who will be suffered from the natural 
disaster or the climate change. The third party or the children of the group of victims plant the 
tree in order to remember the Khmer rouge past. I mean the tree for remembrance.  
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Another tree is the tree of struggle. That tree will be planted only by the group of 
Civil Parties. It is shown their struggle to participate in the proceedings without hesitating. 
It is planted only at the ECCC in order to participate in legacy of ECCC.  

III. ACTIVITIES  DURING  ITS  IMPLIMENTATION  AS  WELL  AS 
OUTCOME/RESULTS 

To achieve the workshop, it was necessary to book the place, to do invitation letter, to 
find a suitable video clip, leaflet, power point, survey and so on. Most of them were done 
very well except:  

• The invitation to the target group: 
According to the plan, there are four target groups. Those are:  

- Civil Parties or victims in Case 001 : 5 people 
- Civil Parties or victims in Case 002: 5 people 
- University students: 5 people 
- Public (NGO staffs, Civil Party Lawyers, Religious Leaders): 5 people 
- Another 10 people will be reserved and 5 helpers. 

The main target group was the Civil Parties or victims in Case 001. As known, the 
Case 001 will terminate soon. It is hoped that my idea could widespread as quick as possible 
to the accused/former soldiers’ Khmer rouges. The main objective is to help the victims to 
stop revenge and forget the past. My vision is if 19 years later, Kaing Guek Eav, alias Duch, 
is still alive, he could integrate into society in harmony. After the final judgment, if he could 
plant the “tree of pardon” is the best to the Civil Parties and the survivors of the Khmer 
rouge regime.  

Right now, there are two survivors from Tuol Sleng. The “tree of struggle” is a good 
representative of them and it is hoped that they could plant it at the ECCC. Moreover, before 
they die, they could plant other trees too such as the tree of reconciliation and/or the tree of 
love. Those trees could be planted according to their will. If they could release their pain and 
reconcile with the group of perpetrators, it is one of the success of the national reconciliation 
through nature.  

 The second target group was the Civil Parties or victims in Case 002. The Case 002 is 
in process. They still could change their request to the court. One day, through my project of 
plantation in love (the achievement of the tree planting in Case 001), they would ask the court 
about this tree planting (the tree of struggle, the tree of pardon) for the collective and 
moral reparation.  

The third group was the university students who were from different areas. My 
purpose is to get their feedback and to widespread my ideas to their colleagues.  

The last one was the public which could be the Non-Governmental Organization 
staffs, the Civil Party Lawyers and religious leaders and so on. Those people played an 
important role in the Cambodian society.  

Additionally, another 10 people would be considered as the reserved. Since the 
workshop was held on Saturday afternoon, it was expected that many people will manage 
their time to come. Besides, I needed 5 helpers to assist me in this workshop too.  

During the invitation, it was raining almost every day. It was the main difficult reason 
to meet those target groups. Then, I decided to invite through sending email to all people I’ve 
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known such as facebook friends, the former KRT fellowship program, the professors  and so 
on. Those people come from different area such as student, the staff of NGOs etc.  

• The video clip 

This video clip is the heart of the workshop. It was planned to make a video clip 
called “Transformation”. It was about the transformation of sorrow to happiness and that of 
human beings into trees.  

As known, the presence of Khmer rouge troops entering Phnom Penh on 17 April 
1975 represents twofold: success and sorrow. The success of them brought suffering to 
Cambodian people resulted in nothing but death and sorrow. How could we transform our 
sorrow to happiness? The answer is the establishment of ECCC. The presence of the ECCC is 
the presence of happiness. 

The transformation of human beings into trees is also necessary. The human beings 
are considered as the trees which have been destroyed by the Khmer rouge policies. I hope 
that the survivors could consider themselves like the living tree which could save the next 
generation by protecting them from the natural disaster (climate change).  

I felt really sorry that I could not make it because of no helpers. That was the reason 
that I chose another video clip. It was the “Recapture”. I’ve spend many times to watch it 
again and again to find a suitable film.  

• Time management and organization  
As known, from Monday to Friday, the weather was quite good even it had a little bit 

rain. On the contrary, on Saturday, from Morning to evening, the weather kept changing from 
sunshine to rainy. As a result, I could not start the workshop on time because of the 
participant. Moreover, there was something wrong to the speaker and the video clip. The 
workshop was delayed to 3:30pm.  

During the presentation, I really loved to speak wholeheartly so I didn’t care about the 
time. Additionally, to get their feedbacks and to answer their questions were the most 
interesting part of the workshop. Most people were really interested with this idea of using 
the nature attaching with the Khmer rouge past. So, I decided not to care about the time.  

After my presentation, there are many comments and questions. I’ve summarized the 
questionnaires1 and feedback2 and attached in the annex. 

IV. APPLIED KNOWLEDGE FROM TRAINING/STUDY TOUR 

Some knowledge / experience of the training / study tour3 have helped me to 
implement my transfer project and to produce good results. For example: 

Interview Technique: I’ve known Cambodian and International Approaches to 
Reconciliation and The German Experience of Dealing with the Past. During my discussion 
with the Civil Parties and the religious leader, I’ve followed some interview technique such 
as introducing and some prepare questions.  

Non-Violent Communication: During the workshop, there were only 21 participants. 
There were many seats left. In order to have good concentration, I’ve asked them to sit closer 

                                                            
1 Annex 1 
2 Annex 2 
3 Annex 3  
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by using the Non-Violent Communication (NVC). Actually, I could agree with them to 
choose their favourite place but it would be quite difficult for me to see their face.  I’ve to be 
brave and polite to ask them to get closer and not make them had bad feeling.  

Because the workshop is all about the new mechanism of reconciliation, the principle 
of fair trial or experience from visiting the International Criminal Court were not possible to 
apply. It seems there is no connection.  

V. EVALUATION OF ITS IMPLEMENTATION FOR FURTHER 
PERONSONAL CAREER  

There are many new ideas that I’ve been developing out of the knowledge and 
experience I gained during the whole program. Those are: 

• Memorial site is not tourism site: Dachau Concentration camp and Tuol Sleng 
genocide museum is quite similar. They are known to be a memorial site, not tourism site. 
Similarly, every area that the trees have been planted should also be a memorial site. The 
nature will become the remembrance of the Khmer rouge past. The longer the tree lives, 
the longer the memory is.  

• Start from small: Every project should start from small. To plant the trees at all 
executive sites, cooperative sites, security centers and every necessary areas in Cambodia 
is a big project. It is believed to be good but it is too big to organize and absolutely is 
difficult to finish it within a short period. I’ve told to start from small project which 
decide to work on a specific place such as Krang Ta Chan Security Center, community or 
school and keep going to other.  

• Not standing alone: The project of plantation in love should join with other project of 
any NGOs who work closely with youth, survivors of the Khmer rouge regime etc. It is 
believed that there would be many networks in expanding this idea to Cambodian society 
and the world.  It is better than to work alone and supported by one person or one NGO.  

After visiting many memorial sites in Germany and conducting this workshop, I really 
have a desire to make it come true in Cambodia. My further professional career should be any 
NGO which related to the Khmer rouge.  

VI. RECOMMENDATION 
All practical phase have been most useful for me and should be continued to do in the 

next year’s course. I’ve no recommendation.  

VII. CONCLUSION  

This workshop is my first step in expanding my idea of plantation in love. I don’t feel 
satisfied because it is just for one party. Actually, the tree planting should be planted by two 
main parties in conflict together with the third party. Most participants are thought to be 
difficult to plant the tree of pardon with the red color because there were many difficulties to 
convince the group of perpetrators. To me, many workshops should be conducted to get the 
feedback of all parties.  

At last, I have to be a staff of an NGO so that I could continue my goal.  
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VIII. ANNEX  

Annex 1: Survey  

According to the registration, there were 21 people who were: 

• Student from Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE), Royal 
University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) and Panhasatra University of Cambodia (PUC); 

• Staffs of International Center for Reconciliation (ICFC) 

• Legal assistant 

• Officer of Ministry of Tourism 

• Interns and case manager from ECCC 

• victim/Civil Party in Case 001 

Q5: Do you agree to choose number 3, 8 and 20 to represent the period of 3 years 8 months 
and 20 days?  

Most people agreed in the reason of remembrance of the Khmer rouge past.  

Only some disagreed in the reason of difficult to organize and might put pressure to 
the planters. These numbers should be the number of row or trees, for example.  

Q6: Do you agree to choose the tree as the symbol of pardon and reconciliation?  

Some are said it was really good to choose the tree but it should not in the purpose of 
pardon but in the purpose of the peace and reconciliation. It was not good to let his/her 
descendants to see his/her ancestors are criminals. In addition, the tree planting was a 
collective activity and should be opened to public. The trees also represented the nature, a 
peaceful nature.  

On the contrary, some accepted to use the tree of pardon which is the symbol of 
pardon and to keep memory for the next generation. To be remembered and to stop revenge 
was good. The trees would be a symbol of peace and love.  

Q 7: How to expand this idea?  

In order to widespread this idea, it is said to create Reconciliation Association at each 
community at each province in which there was a participation from the chef of village to 
give one area for plantation and to invite the student to join the plantation. Or, it was good to 
have network through the participants, to the media (radio, internet, newspaper), to go to 
community and to be interviewed.  

Q8: Do you love to make it come true in Cambodia? 

All love to have this event happened in Cambodia. The reasons were it was important 
for the peace, stable interior security, good for national and emotional reconciliation, good for 
everyone and environment, good for remembering and keep reminding the next generation.  

Q9: What are the challenges to prevent that project? 

The challenges were the government, the number of participants, the area to be 
planted, the organization, and the funds. It is said that this project was too big so it was 
difficult to advertise and get support from both party in conflict. It was also difficult to ask 
the perpetrators to plant and how could I invite them.  

Q10: Do you agree to share this idea? 
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Only two people had no idea in sharing my idea but the rest agreed.  

Q11:  If you agree, who should you share to?  

They accept to share it to all people around them such as friends, family, colleagues, 
students, victims, perpetrators, authorities and Tuol Sleng visitors. 

Q12:  Do you think who could support your idea? 

This idea could be supported by those who love peace, environment, willing to 
reconcile, those who work in promoting reconciliation, victims, NGOs, people in community, 
authority, students etc.  

Q13: This is the question that I ask them to give feedback on my presentation and my idea.  

It is said to create a peace garden at the school first and then invite everyone 
especially student to plant those trees.  

Annex 2: Feedback  

Most of them accepted my idea in choosing the tree but they rejected the way I 
organize it.  

There were 7 points: 

- Objective and Area to plant 
- Duration 
- Tree to be planted 
- Who should plant? 
- Name of tree 
- At the end of the plantation 
- Special point about the trees 

 
A. Objective and area to plant 

It was good to use the area which related to crimes sites but to plant the trees on the 
necessary areas was not good because it didn’t relate to Khmer rouge regime. The main 
purpose of tree planting was reconciliation. It was better to keep that objective and not focus 
too much on protection of environment and climate change.  

B. Period of time 

The three numbers: 3, 8 and 20 should be used in order to represent the period of 
plantation. It is said to use these numbers to be the row or the number of trees. Besides, it was 
good to plant between those periods but it was too short. This project would be terminated 
after that period. So, it was not good for those who enjoy planting other trees or for those who 
were absence on that day and would like to have another chance to plant the tree again. It was 
better not to limit that period in order to continue it until the whole Cambodia. 

C. Tree to be planted 

The trees should be chosen according to the will of the planters. It is said that it was I 
who should choose for them and should be confident on it. It was not easy to give that right to 
the planters because each tree had to be planted according to area and the environment. If that 
right was in the hand of the planters, it could be dangerous because he/she had not enough 
knowledge on the type of trees.  
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Moreover to choose the trees which bear fruit was quite difficult because everyone 
could take advantage on it and it was difficult to protect.   

D. Who should plant?  

The plantation should start from the victims and the perpetrators. First of all, it was 
better not to use the word “perpetrator” because it was serious. It is said to start it by me in 
order to attract the civil society or to be the model of other.  

It is also said not to separate between the victims and perpetrators. Or, a peaceful 
planting activity should be invited all people to join.  

E. Name of tree 

The tree of pardon is rejected because of red color and planted only by the 
perpetrators. That tree represented the pardon of the wrongdoers. It is said that it was not 
good for his/her children to see or to know that their parent(s) or ancestors were the criminal.  

The tree of love could include in the tree of reconciliation because all could involve 
on the tree planting. Additionally, I should create a “Peace garden” to plant those trees. I 
should also start planting from the one community at each province and should ask the chef 
of villager to give one area to plant, then to ask the student to participant in plantation.  

The tree of struggle was not bad but it was quite difficult to ask the government or the 
ECCC administration to give some area for the tree planting.  

F. At the end of planting 

A stone which contains the name of the perpetrators was not good because they were 
afraid of hatred and revenge. Additionally, their descendants would be ashamed and hatred 
their ancestors.  

For the rest, it was fine but how could I keep it for long time?  

G. Special thing about tree 

To me, those trees are collective property, not individual or state property. It is said 
that if there were no exact owner, it was absolutely difficult to protect it. It was better to think 
again about it because everything with ownership was the best.  

Annex 3:  

Module 1: Personal Development Skills 
• Non-Violent Communication 
• Guidelines for a Good Presentation 
• Interview Technique 

 

Module 4: Understanding the History of Democratic Kampuchea and Acknowledging  
• Cambodian Efforts of Dealing with the Khmer Rouge Past 
• History of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979) 
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